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letter from CHAIRMAN
Many members might
think of welfare as a
program to help members
in temporarily
difficult circumstances
But the intent of the Church’s welfare
plan is much more vast

I

t also involves promoting self-reliance as a way of
life. President Thomas S. Monson has taught that
self-reliance—“the ability, commitment, and effort to
provide the necessities of life for self and family”—is
an essential element of our temporal and spiritual
well-being.
A mere desire to become self-reliant is not enough. We
must make a conscious, active effort to provide for our
own needs and those of our families. Bishop H. David
Burton, Presiding Bishop, reminds us that when we
have done all we can to be self-reliant, “we can turn
to the Lord in confidence to ask for what we might yet
lack.”
Being self-reliant allows us to bless others. Elder
Robert D. Hales of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
says, “Only when we are self-reliant can we truly
emulate the Saviour in serving and blessing others.”
Self-reliance involves several facets of a balanced
life, including

1 education
2 health
3 employment
4 family home production and storage
5 family finances and
6 spiritual strength
For more information on self-reliance and provident living, see Providing
in the Lord’s Way: Summary of A Leader’s Guide to Welfare, available in
many languages at providentliving.org

editor’s note
“We encourage you wherever you
may live in the world to prepare for
adversity by looking to the condition
of your finances. We urge you to
be modest in your expenditures;
discipline yourselves in your
purchases to avoid debt. … If you
have paid your debts and have a
financial reserve, even though it be
small, you and your family will feel
more secure and enjoy greater peace
in your hearts” (All Is Safely Gathered
In: Family Finances)
Mark Fantham
Editor
editor@ldsba.org.nz

Peter Skoludek
Photographer
02040096178

Dorothy Dando
Proof Reader
ddando@clear.net.nz

The manager of a large office
asked a new employee to come
into his office. “What is your
name?,” was the first thing the
manager asked. “John,” the
new guy replied. The manager scowled.
“Look, I don’t know what kind of a nambypamby place you worked at before, but
I don’t call anyone by their first name!
It breeds familiarity and that leads to a
breakdown in authority,” he said. “I refer
to my employees by their last name only Smith, Jones, Baker - that’s all. Now that we
got that straight, what is your last name?”
The new guy sighed and said, “Darling. My
name is John Darling.” The manager said,
“Okay, John, the next thing I want to tell
you...”
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Launching Leaders
Hamilton 2015 - Progress Report

L

aunching Leaders kicked of
in Hamilton New Zealand on
22nd of April 2015. It’s a 12
week course which will have a
prize giving at the end.
Apologies if you live outside of
Hamilton and haven’t been able
to make it here on Wednesday
nights. Launching Leaders can be run in
your city if there is a local chapter of the
Latter-day Saint Business & Professionals’
Association (LDSBA), willing to volunteer
local LDS business people to be presenters,
guest speakers and mentors. The church is
supporting the program by supplying the
facilities to meet in.
(If you are interested in developing a local
chapter of the LDSBA in your city please
contact me editor@ldsba.org.nz)
Laurence Day is a successful entrepreneur
who lives in Hamilton and along with the
LDSBA, has put time and resources into running
Launching Leaders in Hamilton in 2015. “We
are half way through the 12-week program and
feedback is very positive,” he explains.
Launching Leaders is an in depth leadership
program that provides the foundation and
tools necessary to recognize your divine
heritage and potential.
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Launching Leaders combines
gospel principles and spiritual
direction with the wisdom of
local leaders and renowned
examples of leadership. This
blend of spiritual and temporal
teaching allows for each
participant to maximize their
talents and skills with clear direction for the
future.
Brendon Tangiora
There is no such thing as
coincidences! The more I
understand this truth the
more Heavenly Father’s
plan for my life is revealed.
The mentors at Launching
Leaders understand it
well and have exercised
the required faith to
follow the promptings of
the Spirit towards selfreliance. The world often perceives greed,
selfishness and vanity as measures of success
but only by developing a charitable heart can
such counterfeits be avoided. When we align
our ambitions, our dreams and our goals
with Heavenly Father’s plan we will truly be

successful.
Cherie Ormsby Kingi
Launching Leaders
has been a remarkable
experience. Every time we
come away from a class we
feel uplifted and edified.
Having been recipients
of university studies and
education, we have felt
Launching Leaders has
taken us to the next level.
This is the kind of education we have always
desired. We look forward to implementing the
teachings in our business ventures and also
preparing a bright future for our children and
family.
Teine Dowall
My childlike, wide eyed
wonder is beginning to
“get” the principles shared
each week. More influential
for me however, are the
weekly guest speakers.
They are all genuine
people successful in their
individual ways.
I have experienced courage
and confidence growing from within and am
quietly excited about the changes taking place
already. “You got to get out there and start
running to trip over opportunities” has been a
golden nugget for me.

Within a few short weeks I have had two
employment opportunities offered to me. I’m
grateful to the Launching Leaders.
Jarom Armstrong

Leaders course.

Launching Leaders is an
awesome program. It has
got me thinking about
things I hadn't previously
considered with regards
to my business and has
inspired me to structure
the use of my time
more efficiently. I highly
recommend the Launching

Kahmil Niupalau
My first thoughts were
"Im not business minded"
however, I persisted
and from the first class I
attended to the current,
it has been a source of
knowledge from which to
delve. Areas highlighted
for me through my search
to be my best self, have
included passionate
mentors, truths taught, banking acumen, step by
step goal orientation and a love of great books.
All to inspire and propell our whole class from a
mediocre mentality, to a paradigm of greatness
and ultimately living to ones' innate divine
potential. I look forward to every new week! The
course has been invaluable. q
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Matthew Davis, a Ghanaian Teacher

Responding to the
Educational Needs of
Children with the Help of
other LDS Benefactors

“I

started this work back in 2006 from the
little income I was getting as a part time
teacher. But I could not continue at that
time because I didn’t have the resources.
“My heart go down when I see these kids
walking around the refugee camp and the
community not going to school, all because of
poverty or death that took their parents away
at a young age.
“As a boy growing up I remember my late
father (who died during the civil war in
Liberia) use to tell me, ‘Matthew, always learn
to share or give because you never know when
you will have enough.’
“I experienced poverty when we never had
enough to eat. It was extremely difficult as a
boy to share with my friends the little I had
to eat for the day. But it was a great lesson to
me and today I see the importance of what he
taught me. The gospel has also taught me to
have faith in times of difficulty.
“I know what hunger is because I have
experienced it. I know what it feels like not
to be in school. I know what it means to be
sacked from school due to non-payment of
school fees. I know what it means to go to
school with bare feet on the ground. I know
what it feels like to go to school without a
pencil, or notebooks or a uniform, I passed
through it all.
“These things inspired me to help others that
are less fortunate than me. I don’t want any
children to go through what I went through
in getting an education all because of lack,
caused by the death of their parents. I want
them to have the chance to live a better life.
“Two months after I returned from my mission
back to Liberia, the war broke out in the city

8

of Monrovia and I fled for my life on a small
fishing boat, not even knowing where it was
going. For four days without food, I only
survived on rainwater and finally the boat
landed in Ghana.
“Four months ago I started over sixty students
in school from nursery all the way up to and
including high school. The impact this project
will have on the society here will change the
lives of these children forever. It could have
been a completely different story for them.
“Most recently I came across two men: James
W. Ritchie and Steve Hitz. I knew Brother
Ritchie personally from when he was serving
here as the MTC president in Ghana. They are
co-authors of ‘The Ministry of Business’. These
two men inspired me when I read ‘The Ministry
of Business’ and also ‘Ordained to Win’ written
by James Ritchie.
“’The Ministry of Business’ and ‘Ordained to
Win’ are worth reading. I recommend them to
anybody.”
The Ministry of Business and Launching
Leaders are the charter funders to Matthew’s
Fund in Ghana now.
“The kind hearts that these two men have,
goes beyond my imagination. God answered
my prayers, to lead me to these two men
knowing very well that the children needed
help in their lives. I am grateful to them, the
Launching Leaders’ team and The Ministry of
Business for the great help and relief they are
bringing to these poor children.”
Matthew’s favourite quote is by Nelson
Mandela:
“Education is the most powerful weapon which
you can use to change the world.”q

Four days at sea with nothing to eat or drink but rain water

Steve Hitz Ministry of
Business
Launching
Leaders Info
Night Hamilton
NZ Feb 4, 2015

James W
Ritchie Launching
Leaders
Launching
Leaders Info
Night Hamilton
NZ Feb 4 2015
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I Write Depressing

“I

joined the church in England when
I was fourteen, the only member of
my family. I joined because there was
a great fit between the questions I
had and the answers I got from the teachings
of the church. Later during the baptismal
interview I got a very powerful spiritual
confirmation that my baptism was the right
path for me.
“A number of my family members were
musicians. And when I was six I used to hide
under the sheets and pretend I was singing in
front of an audience. I used to sing that song
by Bobby Goldsboro called ‘Honey’. Call it
morbid but I had a fascination for death and
loss and that was my song.
“When I turned nine I heard Yehudi Menuhin
explain that the most difficult instrument in
the world to master is the violin. So for that
reason alone, I decided to take up the violin.
“My sister got a job singing on the QE II and
in hotels in Dubai. I watched her, thinking she
was living the dream, and I wanted a life like
that. However, the music scene was changing
rapidly and I now liked bands like Duran Duran
and Gary Newman. One day my mum bought
us a synthesiser followed by a set of drums. I
never quite got the drums mastered because
the neighbour across the road complained and
put a stop to that.
“It was 1985 and I had become a really
good keyboardist, listening to music like
Level 42, Thomas Dolby, Earth Wind &
Fire and Spandau Ballet. At the same
time my Dad would play Chopin and
Holst. I had classical music at one end,
and rock, soul and pop at the other.
Meanwhile my sister was signing Jazz,
like Joni Mitchell and Carol King. So there
was this cacophony of music going on
in my head. There was nothing I wasn’t
exposed to, even death metal.
“When I was sixteen I took my mums
encouragement and got voice training from
Mark Hayden (international singing teacher)
for a couple of years. I served a mission in
Montreal Canada and then went right back to
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voice training again for another twenty years.
On my mission, the mission president let my
companion and I write and perform songs. It
was great!
“Later I was doing voice overs, jingles and
gigging (up to three times a day and four to
five times a week). I came to New Zealand and
thought I would do the same here, but I was
wrong. Reluctantly I had to do more music
teaching. I say reluctantly because at first I
thought it wasn’t really me, but as I did more
I became better and liked it more. I stopped
gigging and started to value time at home
more.
“I love the music industry and my wife
Wilhelmina has been a great inspiration and so
very patient with me. Also, Alex Boye an LDS
friend of mine has been a great inspiration to
me. In a radio interview he said, “People said
I was too black, too old and my music wasn’t
commercial enough.” He put into words what I
felt.
“However, in 2013 for one day I was the most
downloaded song on iTunes. Hahaa – I beat out
every musician in the world just for that one
day. The song was called Steelwood Stone. I
write depressing songs really well.”q

CHARLES newest single
iTunes :: Facebook :: Youtube

g Songs Really Well
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From an early age I knew I could be a

Fashion Designer

“A

t 12 or 13 I liked to draw people in
clothes, with the emphasis being on
the clothes. At fourteen I wanted to
go to a church dance and I wanted something
new to wear, so I asked my mum to help me
make an outfit. At this time I also enrolled in
some textile classes at high school. I found out
I really enjoyed the classes and I excelled at
them too.
“Then my teacher helped me put together
a portfolio and apply to university. I was
surprised when I got accepted off of my sixth
form grades when usually that only happens
in the seventh form. I was 16 when I started
university. Yes, I know that sounds a little crazy
but all of my tutors and classmates thought I
was at least 21, so I let them think that.
“After graduating from Massey University I
started working at Rembrandt Suits organizing
pattern pieces on a computer. By this time I
was 20, getting married and starting a family.
My husband Charles and I talked through the
idea of starting a business, as this was always
part of my career plan.
“At first I found a store to take my clothing
items on consignment. This was great until
the store went under and closed its doors. So
I started making ‘made to measure items’ for
customers, creating bridesmaid dresses, bridal
and ball gowns. I also started my own label
‘Desiree’ and selling at the markets. This wasn’t
how I planned on things going, but hey that’s
how it was.
“I also got some creations onto a website
called ‘Etsy’ which is a site where anyone in
the world can sell anything that’s handmade. It
was 2007 and a store in Wellington called Rex
Royale saw my designs on Etsy and asked me if
I would mind putting some clothes on display
in their store to sell on consignment.
“Sure it wasn’t wholesale, but it allowed me
to get a foot in the door. Sometimes I thought
they might say, “Ok we have enough for now.”
But they kept asking for more items. So I
kept sending them until I got into a store in

Auckland called ‘Blush’. It still amazes me that
two of the stores I wanted to be in, found me
and not the other way around.”
Desiree’s point of difference is that her items
are ‘beautifully unique’. She goes on to say, “To
some people unique can mean ‘ugly’. However,
I like to do designs that are classic but with
a twist. Whether that means pairing unusual
fabrics together, or creating a design line which
you wouldn’t expect, the clothing I create is
modest without being ‘frumpy’. You can wear
my designs without looking like you are trying
to cover up.
“A lot of older women really like that. And
an increasing amount of younger women are
choosing to dress without the revealing lines.
Because they are respecting their bodies and
they realise they don’t have to show a lot of
skin. They see that they can still be attractive
and feel really good while being modest.
“When I began to design I was afraid people
might think I was way to modest and therefore
unfashionable. But now that I have stuck to
my values, it is gratifying to me to see people
enjoying my point of difference. Not too many
other labels are courageous enough to do that.
“I never copy another designer but I do get
inspiration from them. By using a fabric or a
technique or a colour in a whole new way.
“I was born in the church and my parents
with my husband have been my biggest
supporters. I take after my Dad in the area of
liking personal growth and self-development.
An inspirational book I would recommend to
people is “The Magic of Thinking Big.” I would
also recommend a podcast to people called
“Entrepreneur On Fire” by John Lee Dumas.”
Desiree Turner
Owner and Designer
Desiree Clothing
+64 21 11 35100
clothingbydesiree.com

+

more

13

The team that worked on our
latest photo shoot. Model, hair and
makeup, photographers, lighting,
behind the scenes photography,
assistant etc.
Pictured back left to right:
Caity Bartholomeusz,
Georgia Van Den Eykel,
Deilhia Dunlop,
James Dunlop,
Tain-Tahsia Dunlop,
Tim Butters.
Front left to right:
Vlad Lashman,
Charles Turner,
Desiree Turner,
John Turner,
Thorin Dunlop. q
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Desiree an

nd Her Team
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