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letter from CHAIRMAN

O

Launching
Leaders
Hamilton
2015

ne of the main motivations for starting the
Aspire magazine was to inform, motivate and
add skills to aspiring LDS individuals. The LDSBA
also became involved with Launching Leaders to help
people increase their individual skill sets through
personal development, and Launching Leaders is here
again in Hamilton 2015. (see accompanying brochure in
email)
The stories you are reading in Aspire magazine are
about people who have applied sound principles not
only in businesses or careers, but also in their personal
lives. The LDSBA is all about helping individuals to
achieve success through the learning and application
of correct principles.
One of my favourite quotes is by President John Taylor,
the third President of the Church, who reported:
“Some years ago, in Nauvoo, a gentleman in my
hearing, a member of the Legislature, asked Joseph
Smith how it was that he was enabled to govern so
many people, and to preserve such perfect order;
remarking at the same time that it was impossible for
them to do it anywhere else.
Mr. Smith remarked that it was very easy to do that.
‘How?’ responded the gentleman; ‘to us it is very
difficult.’
Mr. Smith replied, ‘I teach them correct principles, and
they govern themselves.’”
We trust you enjoy the stories and information
provided, and we hope to see you at Launching Leaders
Hamilton 2015.

editor’s note
When I was an RM
When I first moved to Hamilton and
was looking for a job I couldn’t get
one. So I went to LDS Employment
Services and they prepared me
for a job interview so well I aced
everything I applied for. Now the
church recognises the fact that
some people are suited for self
employmnet. One of the resources
available through the churchs self
reliance program is Launching
Leaders. Can’t wait to participate.
Mark Fantham
Editor
editor@ldsba.org.nz

Peter Skoludek
Photographer
02040096178

Dorothy Dando
Proof Reader
ddando@clear.net.nz

O

ne night a lady came home from her
weekly prayer meeting, found she
was being robbed, and she shouted out,
“Acts 2:38: ‘Repent & be baptized &
your sins will be forgiven.’” The robber
quickly gave up & the lady rang the
police. While handcuffing the criminal, a
policeman said, “Gee mate, you gave up
pretty easily. How come you gave up so
quickly?” The robber said, “She said she
had an axe and two 38’s!”

Regards, Laurence Day
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Bite the Bul
T

he Berkeley Plantation
near Williamsburg, Virginia
was the site of the first
american Thanksgiving, and
the home of an american
president and one signer of the
Declaration of Independence.
It was also a Civil War
headquarters for the Northern
Army and a war hospital.
During a visit to the plantation
we saw a display of “chewed”
bullets with actual teeth marks
still embedded in the shells (I
imagined the need for a few
Orthodontists to do some repair
work as the bullets were really
messed up – but that’s not the
point of this story.)
During the war many wounded
soldiers were brought to the
Plantation for medical attention.
Archaic and near barbaric
medical practices were still the
norm and most of those needing
surgery would be given some
whiskey and told to “bite the
bullet”.
Literally, biting the bullet, as
their legs were amputated
or other equally painful
procedures were inflicted
upon them, served as the only
“medical” deadening or pain

relief.
In many cases death was the
best possible relief. It was hard
to even listen to the stories of
agony and grief, looking at the
teeth marks in the bullets as the
stories were shared, and some
tears flowed easily.
I’ve had a few surgeries in my
life and recall being told to
count to ten as the professional
anaesthesiologist would inject
some liquid “bullet.”
My next memory is a groggy
awakening with morphine
pumps standing ready to
continue protecting me from the
pains of surgery.
Grinding on a bullet while they
hacksaw off my leg is nearly
unimaginable. But somehow
many of those patients lived to
plough another field and rebuild
their lives.
History books are full of people
who have done the impossible –
people who needed to “bite the
bullet” and do the seemingly
impossible task. Superhuman
feats have been accomplished
during times of adversity.
“Biting the bullet” in times
of great adversity has been
a trademark of most of our

true heroes. Visiting restored
Nauvoo, we tried to imagine
what it would have been like to
close the door to a lovely new
brick home, load a few personal
items into a wagon and head
for the frozen river – that was a
“bite the bullet” demonstration
of faith.
Some “bullet biters” in history
are my heroes. Abinadi only has
to say he’s sorry for what he
said and he walks free, but he
bit the bullet and gave his life.
Joseph Smith was safely away
from Nauvoo when he heard
that some were saying he had
abandoned them. He didn’t
need to turn around and go
to Carthage, but he did and
literally “bit the bullet”. The
list of “bullet biters” includes:
Joseph in Egypt, Mormon the
General, Paul in Rome,
Peter at Pentecost, and
thousands of great and mostly
nameless missionaries have all
quietly and without seeking
the “credit” for their deeds,
bitten the bullet when things
were hard and have become the
legends of LDS Church History.
I think if I were a mission
president again I would

llet
choose a tooth scarred bullet
to put by the pictures of the
missionaries who I knew I
could count on to “bite the
bullet” when a job needed to
be done. To get it done or “die”
trying – the Saviour, Abinadi,
and many others have proven
that sometimes that “is” the
expected price.
I’ve often wondered if our
affluence and luxuries of life
will be the real test for many in
our day, who may be unwilling
to “bite the bullet” when the
“calls” come.
What’s the “hardest bullet” you
have ever chewed on?
Are you prepared to bite the
bullet when your tough tests
come? One of the few things we
know about the telestial test
is that “they” (the tests) will
surely come and the true test
might be how we respond to the
test. Will we “bite the bullet”
and win, or fail to “show up”?
Suggestion: Start chewing on a
few bullets to get ready.q
James W Ritchie

James W Ritchie speaking at the Launching Leaders Enrolment
and Information Night at Ward St Insitute Building,
Hamilton NZ Feb 4th 2015

My Characters Solve Problems,
and People Can Relate to Those Characters

P

amela Reid is a
Kiwi LDS author
who is better
known in America than
New Zealand, having
authored and published
over 20 books now,
mainly for the Latterday Saint market.
The themes she writes
on are usually as a
response to a need.
The need at the time
of her first book was
encouraging her young
son to read more. “I
gave him a job as the
‘editor ‘of my first
children’s novel and
I deliberately left
mistakes in the book
for him to find,” says
Pamela.
Another inspirational
source for stories has come from teaching
Seminary and Institute for many years. Pamela
adds. “I would feel the need to reinforce
a gospel principle so I’d create a story
using my fictional characters to teach the
principle. It means a lot to me to be able to
communicate a gospel principle in a form that
is understandable even for children or nonmembers. I have found that my characters can
solve problems, and the readers can relate to
the characters.”
“When I start writing I always begin with a
prayer. I never know quite what I am going to
write and sometimes it surprises me what the
characters do and say.”
Besides being an author, Pamela also works
as a consultant and facilitates personal and
family history writing workshops. She has
found these are especially powerful for people
who have suffered trauma in their lives or
simply think they can’t write.
“Many people who have experienced abuse

or trauma are often
not able to express
themselves effectively.
What they most want
to write about is what
actually prevents them
writing. After teaching
many workshops, I
wrote a novel where
the main character was
abused since she was a
child. I wrote it because
I wanted to write for
them and it was a very
emotional and spiritual
experience. The
response I got after the
publishing of that novel
was amazing, especially
from people who I never
knew but they were
thanking me for telling
‘their’ story.”
Pamela’s books often
reflect personal
experiences such as when she embraced
the gospel of Jesus Christ. “I came from a
very close, loving family so it was difficult
because my family really didn’t want me to
join the church. But I had gained a very strong
testimony so, it was like I gave up my mortal
family for an eternal one but the blessings
have been beyond anything I could have
anticipated at the time.”
Relationships (and romance) are an integral
part of Pamela’s novels, both contemporary
and historical. “I met my husband before I
joined the church and he was able to teach
and baptize me but that was amid the conflict.
Effectively, I experienced the lowest point and
the highest point in my life at the same time.
“We have since written the story of our
romance as a novel (As One) and our children
love it. It starts out where I saw Paul for the
first time when I was eleven and I said to my
mum, ‘That’s the boy I’m going to marry’ . . . but
that’s a whole other story.”q

Pamela’s favourite expression:
“Be where you’re meant to be and make people glad that you were there.”
Pamela’s favourite scripture:
D&C 6: 10 Behold, thou hast a gift, and blessed art thou because of thy gift. Remember it is sacred and
comes from above. 11 And if thou wilt inquire, thou shalt know mysteries, therefore thou shalt exercise
thy gift, that thou mayest find out mysteries, that thou may bring many to the knowledge of the truth, yea,
convince them of the error of their ways.
Pamela Reid (Grace Elliot) - reidpj@clear.net.nz - 0210587505

Wife: “You Want to Leave Your J

…I Don’t Think
“W

hen I first told my wife I wanted to
leave my current job as a graphic
designer and paint pictures full
time, she thought I was crazy and told me it
would never happen, explains David Sotogi.
“However, I was real determined and thought
I should at least give it a shot. So I took my
existing skills in graphic design and developed
my own style of painting using my broad
knowledge of colour combinations and
composition. This made for well-constructed
pictures artistically speaking.
“The big thing that changed my wife’s mind
and give me the green light to be a full time
painter, was when the cash started rolling in. I
stayed home and did the paintings and I sent
her to the markets, because that seemed like
the best thing at the time.
“On the first day, she came home from the
markets as a believer and staunch leader of
my painter’s support crew. She was so excited
when she told me about how embarrassing it
was for her when my paintings got so much
attention.
“It was like dozens and dozens of people
crowding around and talking enthusiastically
and buying my work. It was really pumping at
the markets and we almost had to turn people
away and tell them to go to other stalls… like I
said, embarrassing.
“This response was very unusual for a markets
environment,” says David Sotogi. “Because
the cheapest painting was $190 and that is a

steep price for something you would buy at the
markets. We quickly went to a new price point
of $280 for a small painting and sold 5 to 10 of
them every time we set up a stall.
“About 50% of my work now is on commission
and 50% is non-commissioned. Over time,
galleries from around New Zealand started
contacting us and asked if they could represent
us to their clients. We quickly went from
selling $280 paintings to $3000 - $4000 ones.
“It was the mid 90’s and from this point I
decided we needed to do prints and not much
was known about canvas print technology at
the time… only that it was real expensive.
“So I searched on the web for a company
and went to the USA and learnt canvas print
technology. I was in front of “the curve”
for using office technology to leverage my
paintings.
“Once I got back to New Zealand I was ready
to test out how the sale of prints would go.
It went well, like we were blessed. Retailers
started buying and stocking our prints. We
had around 136 retailers selling around New
Zealand for us.
“We sell prints at up to $20,000 now. My
largest commission I ever got on a painting was
$39,000.
“We were having an exhibition one night in
Silvia Park by invitation only. One guy was
walking past and without an invitation got
p

Job and Be a Painter?

So Dave!”

in some how. When he saw the
paintings he became so exited, and
has since become one of my best
customers, having spent $150,000
with me over the years.
“During the global financial
downturn in 2008 we were also
affected like everyone else. Our
retailer list went from 136 down to
10. The retailers were getting in the
way. We needed a new approach
so we decided to go online and
sell direct from a website with a
shopping cart”, says David.
I asked David if there was a time
where he thought he had made it as
a painter. He said “There is no dollar
amount that says you have made it,
but yes, once we had the shopping
cart set up in 2009, sales were real
steady. And it occurred to me that I
could have had a website and gone
direct a whole lot earlier. Never
mind, you live and learn.
“We had a fantastic year in 2009 and
it seemed like everything I painted
people just wanted. I was on TV
three times that year.”
I asked David what his most favourite
quote is:
He said, “President Monson said, ‘The
future is as bright as your faith’”.
“I had faith from the beginning
that this idea for a business would
work, but I must admit it has been
interesting to watch it grow. My wife
comes up with a lot of my concepts
and supports me in the day to day
cut and thrust. Now she is my best
encouragement and inspiration.”
When I asked David what his secret
weapon was, he said, “Fasting and
prayer, yeah you didn’t think I would
say that, huh? It’s amazing what you
can specifically pray about in and
over your business, and get answers
to.”q
Dave Sotogi
dave@printsnz.co.nz
www.printsnz.co.nz

Born in New Zealand, Launching Leaders is a program founded
upon the principles found in The Ministry of Business.
Why is Launching Leaders needed?
Our modern day world has confused many
young adults by keeping them busy with
gadgets (e-mail, face book, twitter, video
games, pornography, etc.) and they have lost
their way. They do NOT understand the real
purposes of life, and have a great need for
specific direction. Even though they have been
taught correct principles, they lack mentors,
a path of direction, encouragement and the
marrying of spiritual and temporal aspects
of their lives to maximize their potential.
Launching Leaders addresses all of these
concerns in a formalized class room setting
which expands through mentors for years after
the class has been taken.
What is Launching Leaders designed to
accomplish?
Launching Leaders restores hope, helps the
student to establish a life plan and path which
will allow them to recognize their Divine
potential, maximize it, and get prepared to give
back.
Who is best suited for Launching Leaders?
The target for most Launching Leaders
programs are generally ages 18-40 and include
singles and young married couples. Those who
enroll will be those who are unsure about their
future; those needing specific guidance on how
to discover the path that would most benefit
their life and the lives of their family.

Is Launching Leaders affiliated with or
approved by the LDS Church?
The program was launched in New Zealand
under ecclesiastical leadership within the
LDS Church, but is NOT an official program of
the LDS Church. It is supported and endorsed
by many of its leaders, but the program is
administered on stake basis, under the blessing
of the local Stake Presidency. The program is
suitable for any faith based organization; but it
fits perfectly into the Young Adult sector of the
LDS Church.
How can I become a mentor in the Launching
Leaders program?
Mentors are selected carefully by the
program administrators. In your area, when
the Launching Leaders program is being
considered or implemented, make your desire
known to those who are administrating the
program. Generally, mentors are those who
have established successful lives in their faith
base first, and have parlayed this success into
their chosen fields of endeavor.

Do you need to be a member of the LDS
Church to appreciate the principles taught?
Absolutely NOT. In fact, the authors take
special care to state that these principles apply
to any faith based individual. Simply adapt
these teachings into your own value system
and see how they maximize your success.
FAQ from theministryofbusiness.com

Launching Leaders
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Hamilton Feb 4th 2015 - Audio Replay

